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the following interchanges of cablegrams and letters. On
August I3th, I cabled the Foreign Minister at St Peters-
burg as follows:
We have begun the discussion of the Japanese terms paint by
point,   I think the Japanese are temporizing, either expecting some
events to happen or for the purpose of making arrangements with
Tokio, or perhaps London.   We adhere to the opinon that they will
not desist from their principal demands.   It is my profound convic-
tion that we must so conduct the negotiations as to win over to our
side not only the Russian people but also the public opinion of Europe
and America.   Only in that case shall we be able to overcome die
enemy with God's help, if we are destined to become engaged in a pro-
longed war.   If Europe and America cease rendering Japan material
assistance and side morally with us, we shall come out victorious,
Consequently, in conducting the negotiations three things are ab-
solutely indispensable: i.   We must so act as to be able, with dear
conscience, to publish all the documents and submit the whole matter
to the judgment of humanity, in case peace is not concluded; 2. We
must let Japan have all those gains which she has obtained owing to
her good luck in this war and which do not injure either the dignity
of Russia as a great Power or the feelings of the Russian heart; 3,
We must he fair in our estimate of the situation, inasmuch as fair-
ness is practicable in such cases.   I am convinced that, no matter what
the outcome of the negotiations is, in conducting them thus I shall
serve my Monarch and my country as much as is within my powers,
provided of course I have the necessary support.
Four days later I cabled the Foreign Minister as follows:
At present the situation is as follows: We have reached no agree-
ment regarding the payment of indemnities, Sakhalin, the reduction
of the navy, and ships tin neutral waters. On Monday or Tuesday
there will be the decisive session, after which, if neither side yields,
we shall have to break off the negotiations. What the Japanese
.think is not known to anyone, I believe. They are an impene-
trable wall even to their white friends. ... In view of the infinite
importance of the matter, it is neccessaiy, it seems to nie, to gauge
the situation again and to take an immediate decision. I have not
the slightest doubt but that a continuation of the war will be the
greatest disaster for Russia. We can defend ourselves with more
or less success, but we can hardly defeat Japan.